
Greetings from Panama.“Finally”, you
are probably saying. I have to begin by
apologizing for problems with our
websitewww.panamis.org . As a matter of
fact, we have had problems with our
website, the software which produces
it, our internet service that uploads it
and last but not least with my laptop
computer. Most of the problems have
been worked out if you are reading this
newsletter. More on this later.

There are so many things to tell you
about the work this first quarter of 2007.
We were blessed with a visit from Vince
Payne and his group from Madera,
California. They worked while here to
pour a large section of the floor for the
church in Chiman.

We received a gift from our brethren in
Murietta to purchase school supplies
and distributed them to the children in
the village of Maje.

Also we have updates on the
Colombian refugee situation in the
province of Darien.

Please pray for us as we labor  to
preach the gospel of Christ and teach
God´s children how to live.
Kim.
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As I mentioned briefly in the introduction, we have had all kinds
of problems with our website which is our first line of
communication with you all.

To begin with, my laptop is on its 4th year of trudging back and
forth over ocean and jungle trail. It is a miracle that it works at
all. The first sign of problems was when our Adobe Acrobat Pro
6.0 stopped working. That is the software package we use to
convert our reports to a format which can be uploaded to our
website.

My first attempt at contacting the software maker for help
ended in me being told that we did not have a support
contract but that we could buy one for around $600.00. That
wasn’t going to happen. I sent another e-mail explaining that
we did not really need support but rather just needed to
download the software again. The answer was that they no
longer offered that version of the software but I could purchase
the new version for $800.00.

Vince, to the rescue. Vince directed me to a website where I
was able to download other software that did the same thing
for only $49.00. Problem solved.

Then there is our internet service. Every time I tried to upload
changes to the website our service would disconnect. After
weeks of trying different ftp programs and making long
distance calls to technical support we discovered the
problem… our connection was averaging 60kbs. In laymans
terms, that’s like filling up the tank on your car using a
teaspoon. The solution, going into Panama City and paying a
business center with dsl cable to upload changes and updates
to our website. Anyway, the problem is solved for now.

Please accept my apologies for being out of communication
for so long and thank you all so much for your patience and
understanding.            Kim.
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The brethren inUniónSanteña send their
greetings in Christ to all of you in the United
States.

In these pictures you see the brethren at my
house in the village ofUniónSanteña cooking
a pot of pork and rice over an open fire.

Following our meal we had singing and a
bible lesson delivered by brother Norman
Ponce.
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Chimán is a small fishing village
located at the mouth of the
Chimán river in south eastern
Panamá, toward the Colombian
border. It has existed as a
settlment for more than 500 years.

As you can see in the picture
above, most families live in
extreme poverty.

Yet even in poverty all you see
when you go to Chimán are
smiles.

The village numbers  nearly 1200,
most of which seem to be
children.

Brother Norman Ponce has been
preaching there for nearly three
years now.


