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Several months ago I met with a fellow evangelist here in
Panamá to seek council concerning a missionary trip into
the far reaches of the Darién jungle. The purpose was to
contact and evangelize several villages of the Embera
Indian tribe which inhabits a vast expanse of rainforest
from Southern Panamá to Northern Colombia. These
villages have groups of refugees who have fled across the
Colombia-Panamá border in order to escape the
atrocities of the Guerilla war that rages in what was once
their homeland. Since he grew up in that general region
and maintains contact with leaders from those villages, I
asked him to make the necessary contacts and we began
to plan the evangelistic campaign which took place the
first ten days of August.

ThePanama-Colombia
border has been
inhabited by theEmbera
andWounaan tribes for
more than ten centuries.
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We had to work out logistics to transport nearly one
thousand pounds of powdered milk which had been
donated to help feed the children of the Embera Indians
(last year these refugee families made the news when a
little girl died of hunger). Packages of donated clothing,
Bibles, coloring books and crayons were also loaded onto
4 wheel drive vehicles and transported for two
consecutive days to the river port of Lajas Blancas. There,
nearly 6000 pounds of supplies and 16 people were
loaded onto Piraguas (dug-out conoes) and transported
through an 8 hour trek through jungle rivers.
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We spent two days preaching, teaching and handing-out
gifts of love in each of the three villages we were blessed
with visiting. The Embera received us as family and shared
with us their stories of fear, opression and suffering. They
are a beautiful people who have been through incredible
trials. In these  Photos you can see in their faces,
desperation, hopelessness, then surprise, happiness and
hope!
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At the end of our trip, ninety-nine souls had been baptized
into Christ, washed in His blood, made hiers to the promise
of eternal life, and born into the family of God. They are
now your brothers and sisters.  We have an overwhelming
responsibility to teach these new brethren all of the things
Christ commanded us to teach. We have an incredible
opportunity to serve our new family members And, we
worship an awesome God. All of the glory and praise is His
forever and ever.


